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L'ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

First established in 2012 in Paris, with the support of the High Jewelry Maison
Van Cleef & Arpels, LECOLE, School of Jewelry Arts is a unique learning institution
that introduces the world of jewelry to the general public through courses, talks and
exhibitions.

The courses are taught by a team of experts, master jewelers, craftsmen, art historians
and gemologists, and span subjects including ‘Savoir-Faire’, ‘Art History of Jewelry’
and ‘The Universe of Gemstones’.

In just a few hours, participants can discover the fascinating universe of jewelry, from
the mysteries of stones to the know-how of jewelers while uncovering its rich history.
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by Strauss, Allard & Meyer
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L'ECOLE TO OPEN IN HONG KONG

Located at Place Venddme in Paris, the first and original LECOLE was established with
the goal to share its knowledge with the world. It made its Hong Kong debut in 2014
and was an instant success with the local community. After three successful traveling
editions, LECOLE has now found a home in Asia at K11 MUSEA in Tsim Sha Tsui, making
it the first permanent outpost outside of Paris. It is slated to open in winter 2019.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS
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COURSES—A UNIQUE
LEARNING EXPERIENCE

Each introductory course can be taken a la carte, in any order, and will be offered
multiple times throughout the year. A faculty of experts lead the students in the fields
of gemology, craftsmanship and the history of jewelry.

Each class welcomes up to 12 participants only, lasts two to four hours and is led by
a minimum of two teachers. The number of participants is restricted to ensure an
intimate experience and encourage interaction. Students also have the chance to
mingle during the welcome and break receptions.

L'ECOLE introduces the world of jewelry through three themes:

Savoir-Faire allows each student to don a jeweler’s coat and personally handle and
manipulate materials and tools.

Art History of Jewelry explores the practical and aesthetic evolution of jewelry from
ancient times through today.

The Universe of Gemstones illuminates the mysteries of how gems are formed and
valued through observation and experimentation.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

TEACHERS

’ECOLE’s team of teachers is comprised of experts in their fields: master jewelers,
stone setters, designers, mock-up makers, jewelry art historians, gemologists and
lacquer craftsmen.

All of them are experienced teachers chosen for their enthusiasm and skill in
transmitting their knowledge, know-how and expertise.

DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

INTRODUCTION

Over two-and-half hours, get a first-hand experience in discovering jewelry,
understanding gemstones and exploring techniques.

First Steps into the World of Jewelry 2.5 hours

This introduction invites you to explore all aspects of jewelry, including a presentation
on precious stones, a brief history of jewelry and its various craft techniques, as well
as visits to the classrooms and workshops of L'ECOLE.

The Engagement Ring: History, Gemology and Know-How 2.5 hours

Explore this symbol of love and romance. Learn about its history and the quality of
gems while a jeweler reveals some of the workshop’s best-kept secrets used to create
the most beautiful ring of all.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

SAVOIR-FAIRE

Guided personally by master jewelers, stone setters, designers, mock-up makers,
drawing teachers and lacquer craftsmen, become familiar with the jewelry arts and
crafts, their techniques and know-how.

Trying Out the Jeweler’s Techniques 2 hours
Discover how a High Jewelry masterpiece is created. Try out the jeweler’s gestures
and experience the richness of these artistic professions first-hand.

From Design to Mock-Up 4 hours
Explore the first steps in the creation of a jewel. From the initial pencil stroke to creating
your own pewter mock-up, experience the virtuosity of jewelry-making.

From the Wax Project to the Setting Techniques 4 hours
Understand the steps taken to create a jewel, from the wax project to the hands-on
experience of setting a silver mounting.

From French Jewels to Japanese Lacquer 4 hours

Immerse yourself in two magnificent craft traditions: design your own motif and try
three techniques of Urushi lacquer. Explore the French savoir-faire involved in working
with metal and positioning vegetable ivory on a piece.

Creating a piece of High Jewelry starts with a Gouaché—a painted sketch that will act
as a guide for all the craftsmen involved.

The Gouaché in High Jewelry 1—The Light 3 hours
Using different colors, learn how to represent volume in a white gold jewel through
creating a subtle play of light and shadow.

The Gouaché in High Jewelry 2—The Color 3 hours
Discover how color, combined with the depiction of light, enables the designer to
reproduce both the color and shape of stones until they appear to come to life.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

ART HISTORY OF JEWELRY
Immerse yourself in the very essence of the history of jewelry, led by two art historians.

Gold and Jewelry: From Antiquity to the Renaissance Princes 4 hours

From Emperors to Princes, all the great leaders have used gold as a symbol of their
power. Discover the epic story of gold and learn about the talents of goldsmiths, from
the techniques of casting and repoussé to chasing and granulation.

Jewelry: From Louis XIV to Contemporary Artists 4 hours

Trace the evolution of modern jewelry by taking a retrospective journey from the
Baroque to the Art Deco period, from gems and precious metals to the most innovative
materials.

Art Nouveau Jewelry 4 hours

Discover the style that introduced a new creative freedom during the Belle Epoque
period and learn more about the way in which it spread, its sources of inspiration, its
characteristics and bold innovations.

Amulets and Precious Symbols 4 hours

True personal companions, talismanic jewels usher us into a poetic world governed by
nature, the stars and humanity. Discover the symbolic meaning of precious, fine and
ornamental gemstones and how people use them to find inner strength and inspiration.

Entering the Van Cleef & Arpels Universe 3 hours
LLearn about the Maison’s most legendary inventions and creations including the
Mystery Set™, Zip necklace, Minaudiére™ precious case and ‘Poetic Theaters’.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

THE UNIVERSE OF GEMSTONES

Discover the origin and evolution of the earth’s treasures: gemstones. Learn how to
distinguish precious stones and how to handle them, following advice from gemology
experts.

Discover the Gemstones 4 hours
With gemstones in hand, take the first steps into the world of minerals. Through this
course, participants will learn to better understand their beauty and characteristics.

Recognize the Gemstones 4 hours

Become a connoisseur of gemstones by training the eye, discovering and experimenting
with gemology tools. The mission will be to identify several stones of the same color,
however similar they may appear to the uninitiated.

Fascinating Diamonds 1: History and Legends < hours

Learn about the myths and beliefs associated with this ‘stone of stones’, consult
historical documents and observe full-size replicas of the world’s most famous
diamonds.

Fascinating Diamonds 2: Science and Gemology 4 hours

Discover the secrets of this gemstone, from its uncommon properties and improbable
birth to its unequalled hardness. Experiment classifying diamonds by color and
assessing their clarity.

Discover the Gemstones REE AKIHFH
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

WORKSHOPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Children and teenagers from ages five to 17 are invited to develop their creativity while
discovering a new world.

Guided by an art historian, a designer and an instructor, younger children will have
the opportunity to express their creativity by making their own jewel, decorating a
treasure chest or a precious clock.

Whether they are examining gemstones or sitting at a jeweler’s workbench, teenagers

will learn professional techniques and be given the key to understanding the world of
gemstones and jewelry.
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EXHIBITIONS

L'ECOLE is also dedicated to advancing the appreciation of jewelry through exhibitions
that are free and open to the public. By collaborating with collectors and contemporary
artists, these exhibitions offer a rare opportunity to the public to see private and
exceptional artworks that highlight the many facets of the jewelry arts. L'ECOLE
will also provide guided tours and exhibition catalogs written by jewelry historians,
researchers and other experts.
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L’ECOLE, SCHOOL OF JEWELRY ARTS

EVENING CONVERSATIONS

Led by two experts, each conversation explores a topic in the world of jewelry from
a variety of perspectives. These exceptional occasions bring people together with
experts for a lively give-and-take. Conversations will be offered in the evenings,
beginning with a cocktail reception.
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To register, please visit | &&&E AU THELERT
hk.lecolevancleefarpels.com

For inquiries, please email us at | EHBEHE
hk.lecole@vancleefarpels.com
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